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NINGALOO MARINE PARK, CALM'S RESPONSIBILITY 

10. Ms S.E. Walker to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

(1) Given Bills Bay is the name of the Bay adjacent to the Coral Bay settlement and known as ‘Coral Bay’, 
is it within the Maud Sanctuary Zone? 

(2) If yes, is the Maud Sanctuary Zone within the Ningaloo Marine Park? 

(3) If yes, is the Ningaloo Marine Park, and thus the Maud Sanctuary Zone and Coral Bay under the control 
of CALM? 

(4) Is CALM, through its Exmouth District Office, responsible for day to day management of the Ningaloo 
Marine Park on behalf of the West Australian community? 

(5) If yes, does CALM’s responsibility include ensuring that targets, objectives and strategies of the 
Ningaloo Marine Park Management Plan are implemented? 

(6) Is it CALM’s public and legal responsibility to ensure that unsustainable activities in Coral Bay are 
stopped? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

(1) Bills Bay is predominantly within the Maud Sanctuary Zone although a portion of the bay, including the 
waters immediately adjacent to the Coral Bay settlement, is in a recreation zone. 

(2) Maud Sanctuary Zone is within the Ningaloo Marine Park. 

(3) The Department of Conservation and Land Management is the primary management agency for the 
Ningaloo Marine Park and manages the park on behalf of the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority as 
the vested body. Other agencies still exercise their responsibilities in the marine park, such as the 
Department of Fisheries in respect of fishing, the Department for Planning and Infrastructure in respect 
of marine safety and the Department of Environmental Protection in respect of pollution. 

(4) Yes, in collaboration with other relevant agencies as indicated in the answer to (3). 

(5) Yes, in collaboration with other relevant agencies as indicated in the answer to (3). 

(6) It is the Department's responsibility to manage the Ningaloo Marine Park in accordance with its 
statutory functions and the Ningaloo Marine Park Management Plan. Other agencies also exercise their 
responsibilities. The Coral Bay settlement is not within the Ningaloo Marine Park and activities within 
the settlement are not managed or controlled by the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management. 

 


